- First return
- of the exiles

Ezra

‘Second return

10 chapters, 280 verses

. of the exiles

Ezra went to Jerusalem 13 years before
Nehemiah. The temple had been finished for
almost 60 years. Zerubbabel, Joshua, Haggai
and Zechariah were all dead.

Key words/terms

Jerusalem (48x)

Decree, order, command

House (of the Lord)

Law (of Moses, of Jehovah, etc.)
The God of heaven (9x)

Ezra

1. Name means “helper”

2. He was a scribe. 2/3 of the book
consists of lists and copied documents.
(184 out of the 280 verses of the book.)

3. Possibly the author/editor of

@ Correspondence/decrees

@ Lists

Chronicles, Esther and Nehemiah.
4. Jews consider him like a second Moses
in importance
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In the post-exilic literature we learn
relatively little about Zerubbabel and Ezra
and a great deal about Nehemiah and Esther.

Key verse:Ezra 7:9-10 For ... on the first
of the fifth month he (Ezra) came to
Jerusalem, because the good hand of his
God was upon him. For Ezra had set his
heart to study the law of the LORD, and to
practice it, and to teach His statutes and

ordinances in Israel.

They not only restored the
temple worship but also
worked on aligning the
people with God’s
standards. What is public
worship w/o private
consecration? Solemn
assembly w/o sincere
holiness? Sacrifices w/o
sanctification?

An abomination!




