
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

EzraEzra

Th
e 

de
cr

ee
 o

f C
yr

us

Re
bu

ild
ing

 th
e 

alt
ar

 o
f w

or
sh

ip

Be
gi

n 
to

 re
bu

ild
 th

e 
te

m
pl

e

En
em

ie
s 

st
op

 th
e 

w
or

k

H
is

to
ric

al
 p

ar
en

th
es

is

R
es

ta
rt 

te
m

pl
e 

co
ns

tru
ct

io
n

E
ne

m
ie

s 
w

rit
e 

th
e 

ki
ng

Th
e 

de
cr

ee
 o

f D
ar

iu
s

Fi
ni

sh
 &

 d
ed

ic
at

e 
te

m
pl

e

Ez
ra

 tr
av

el
s 

to
 J

er
us

al
em

Th
e 

de
cr

ee
 o

f A
rta

xe
rx

es
E

zr
a 

th
an

ks
 G

od

Th
os

e 
wh

o 
ca

m
e 

wi
th

 E
zr

a

D
et

ai
ls

 o
f t

he
 tr

ip

Th
e 

si
n 

of
 th

e 
pe

op
le

Ez
ra

’s 
pr

ay
er

 o
f c

on
fe

ss
io

n

Th
e 

pe
op

le
 re

pe
nt

Li
st

 o
f t

he
 o

ffe
nd

er
s

Th
e 

lis
t o

f t
ho

se
 w

ho
re

tu
rn

ed
 w

/ Z
er

ub
ba

be
l

Th
e 

re
tu

rn
 to

 J
er

us
al

em

Action

Time
Process
Focus

Dates

23 years

538 BC 458 BC536 BC 457 BC520 BC 516 BC

2 years

The Trip The Work

The rebuilding of worship

Temple commission Temple construction Priests &
Pilgrims

Polluting &
Purging

Provision ProvisionBegin 
temple

Finish
temple

Correc-
tionPermission PermissionPayment PaymentPeople People

The WorkThe Trip

The renewal of consecration

10 chapters, 280  verses

Chapter

Restoration Reform 

Progress

Jewish leader

Persian King

Key words/terms
Jerusalem (48x)
Decree, order, command
House (of the Lord)
Law (of Moses, of Jehovah, etc.)
The God of heaven (9x)

Ezra, the priest 
and scribe

Zerubbabel
Cyrus Darius Artaxerxes

Ezra

57 yrs.
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C3 L3C4 L4C5 L5C6 L6

Opposition from
the outside

Opposition 
from the inside

The rescue
 from holocaust

Correspondence/decrees

Lists

In the post-exilic literature we learn 
relatively little about Zerubbabel and Ezra 
and a great deal about Nehemiah and Esther.

Ezra went to Jerusalem 13 years before 
Nehemiah. The temple had been finished for 
almost 60 years. Zerubbabel, Joshua, Haggai 
and Zechariah were all dead.

Key verse:Ezra 7:9-10 For ... on the first 
of the fifth month he (Ezra) came to 
Jerusalem, because the good hand of his 
God was upon him. For Ezra had set his 
heart to study the law of the LORD, and to 
practice it, and to teach His statutes and 
ordinances in Israel.

             Ezra
1. Name means “helper”
2. He was a scribe. 2/3 of the book  
    consists of lists and copied documents.
    (184 out of the 280 verses of the book.)
3. Possibly the author/editor of 
    Chronicles, Esther and Nehemiah.
4. Jews consider him like a second Moses 
    in importance

First return 
of the exiles 

from captivity

Second return 
of the exiles 

from captivity

They not only restored the 
temple worship but also 
worked on aligning the 
people with God’s 
standards. What is public 
worship w/o private 
consecration? Solemn 
assembly w/o sincere 
holiness? Sacrifices w/o 
sanctification? 
An abomination!

13 years
later

Nehemiah
arrives

13 years
later

Nehemiah
arrives


